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Prevention: Maintain Your Boat’s Fuel System 
 
Los Angeles, Calif….. Spring has officially arrived and most boaters have started 
the process of Dewinterizing their boats. The most overlooked item is the fuel 
system. Since your boat has been sitting all winter, it is imperative to clean and 
maintain your fuel system prior to running the motor. Clean fuel is essential to 
ensure your boat is always running at its peak performance. 
 
Pour a small amount of fuel into a glass jar and let it set for a while. If you see 
contaminants or dirt settle at the bottom of the jar make sure to filter your gas 
prior to putting it in your boat motor. Approximately 90% of engine problems can 
be directly attributed to dirty, contaminated fuel. 
 
A small amount of water in gasoline will not damage the motor. But any amount 
of water in diesel fuel could spell catastrophe and destroy your engine.  
 
A few things to remember: 

• Check for contaminated fuel 
• Check fuel cap for leaks 
• Check vent fittings 
• If fuel is dirty, remove all of it and start over with clean fuel 
• Maintaining boat fuel systems will save money on costly repairs 
• The last thing you want is to be stranded without a motor working 

 
The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the uniformed volunteer Component 
of the United States Coast Guard created by an Act of Congress in 1939. The 
Auxiliary, America’s Volunteer Guardians, supports the Coast Guard in nearly all 
of the service’s missions.  
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